PAAC Global Leadership Program Retreat
Winners’ Camp, Hawaii Kai
October 8-11, 2016
Workshops focused on understanding what it means to be a global
citizen, strengthening personal leadership and communication skills,
affirming social identity, and increasing awareness of global issues.

“Camp was a life changing experience. Amazing how in 4 days I can totally change as a person. I am now more
open and can better understand others’ perspectives and am much more knowledgeable about the world.
Workshops Themes:
 What It Means to Be a Global
Citizen
 Vulnerability
 Active Listening
 Nonviolent Communication
and Conflict Resolution
 Privilege and Power
 Self-Empowerment
 Global Trade
 The World of 100: A Global
Simulation
 Peace Leadership
 Affirming Your Identity
 UN Sustainable Development
Goals
 Ropes and Climbing Courses

“I learned a lot of skills on how to
be a better leader & I plan on using
them in student government &
school clubs.”
Left: creating a visual interpretation of leadership.

“I liked how there was yoga,
morning hikes, and rope
courses.”
Right: early morning yoga
stretches

“I felt accepted and appreciated at camp, which restored my confidence in my skills.
My potential to be a great leader is there, I just need to set my mind to it.”

Guest Speakers:
Dr. Maya Soetoro-Ng: Founder of Ceeds for Peace, Director of Community
Outreach and Service Learning at the Matsunaga Institute for Peace at UH Manoa
Kealoha: Internationally acclaimed poet and storyteller
Mr. Joshua Cooper: Executive Director of the Hawaii Institute for Human Rights
Mr. Phani Kadambari: 2016—2017 East-West Center Asia-Pacific Leadership
Program

“I had to put my fears aside and focus.
I now realize that this is how you
should take on any challenge/
obstacle.”
Above: facing fears and accomplishing
goals on the climbing wall

“I was able to rediscover my
passion for writing through
Kealoha's workshop.”

“I really liked Joshua
Cooper! Engaging & inspiring! Inspired me to
become a better global
leader.”

“Her speech really helped me
better understand conflict
resolution & how to solve any
challenge.”

“I have found new confidence &
am really thankful for this
camp.”

“I challenged myself by speaking up during conversations and contributing my
thoughts…I often don't like sharing info
about myself, but in this group of people
I felt very comfortable.”

“I’m extremely glad/fortunate to have spent
the past 4 four days with such great, genuine,
and compassionate people...The experience
was utterly amazing and I am fortunate I
discovered this program.”

“[I’m] really filled with an overwhelming number of thoughts & lessons I know I'll be able to
apply.”

“We need more change and leaders in this world and I want to be that leader.”
Photos by Tyler Bright, Global Leadership Program Participant

PAAC Global Leadership Program:
Workshop on Urban Planning
December 10, 2016

What is urban planning? How does it affect the community?
How is it linked to global issues?
In this workshop, students took a closer look at their built environment. Under the guidance of
architects, designers, entrepreneurs, and city planners, students learned how good urban
planning addresses issues such as sustainability, affordable housing, climate change,
accessibility, and homelessness. For many, it was an introduction to a fascinating field.
Workshop Highlights:

“Just walking around Chinatown and Kakaako was really
eye-opening because it allowed me to look at these
communities in different perspectives.”

Photo by Tyler Bright

“It made me [en]vision a world I would be very interested
and excited to be in.”



Walking tour of Chinatown by architect and educator
Dean Sakamoto.



Walking tour of Kakaako by Daniel Simonich, founder
of Better Block Hawaii, a non-profit organization
dedicated to improving urban livability, services, and
infrastructure in urban communities.



Tour of MetroGrow Hawaii, a vertical farming
business, by founder Kerry Kakazu.



Presentation on Honolulu Rail by Jon Nouchi,
Planning and Environmental Deputy Director for the
Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation (HART).



Presentation on Transit-Oriented Development by
Harrison Rue Community Building and TransitOriented Development Administrator for the City &
County of Honolulu.



Presentation on the human impacts of urban
planning by Karen Umemoto, Chair of the Department
of Urban and Regional Planning (DURP) at UH Manoa.

Farming in a warehouse:
Students sampled various
greens like these at
MetroGrow Hawaii.
Photo by Tyler Bright

“The most valuable part of the day was being able to put myself in the shoes of those that plan
for urban communities/projects as a living. It enabled me to see the community and the true
challenges of planning on a deeper level, and it overall just really opened my eyes.”

PAAC Global Leadership Program:
Workshop on Civic Engagement
January 14, 2017

Why is it important for global citizens to be civically engaged?
What is the legislative process in Hawaii’s democracy?
Students spent a day at the Hawaii State Capitol learning the bill-to-law process, reading
legislation, and exploring the capitol grounds. Meeting and talking candidly with legislators
helped students to view politics—and politicians—in a more complex and nuanced light. It was
a powerful experience that emphasized the need for global citizens to be aware of the world’s
increasing complexity and to engage in the democratic process.

“Not only do the politicians seem
more human, they also seem more
approachable.”

Photo by Tyler Bright

“I didn’t realize how much work and
dedication it takes to be a politician
and they really inspired me to care
about the community surrounding
me.”

Workshop Highlights:


Presentation on how a bill becomes law by the
capitol’s Public Access Room (PAR).



Exploring the capitol website. Students researched
their legislators and read bills from past sessions.



Capitol Scavenger Hunt. Students visited their
legislators’ office and explored the capitol grounds.



Mock Legislature. After reading several bills from
past sessions, students participated in a short activity
designed to illustrate power dynamics and the party
system in Hawaii’s legislature.



Legislative Panel Discussion. Representatives Della
Au Belatti and Matthew LoPresti fielded questions and
discussed their experience in the legislature.

“This day was eye-opening, particularly because I had
never questioned my parents’ political opinions but now
feel further inspired to establish my own.”

“I feel so much more motivated to get involved. Before I didn’t know we could have so
much impact on government, but now that I know, I will take advantage of that opportunity.”

PAAC Global Leadership Program:
Workshop on Sustainable Business Practices
February 18, 2017

Where do the products we buy come from? How are they
made? What are the ethical and social implications of our
actions as consumers?
On this day, students examined their role in the global economy through chocolate. After
visiting a cacao farm in Kahaluu and a chocolate factory in Kailua, students compared the ways
in which local efforts to produce chocolate contrast—environmentally, ethically, socially,
economically, and politically—with industrial cacao operations halfway around the world. The
experience empowered students to be more conscious consumers.
“The passion Ben had for his plants
and for the environment was really eye
-opening.”
“Today made me more aware of the
products I am buying/consuming and
has influenced me to be a more
conscious consumer.”

“It pushed me to make better choices
in what I buy.”
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Workshop Highlights:


Farm tour of Green Fields Nursery,
a farm in Kahaluu, Oahu that grows
cacao beans.



Factory tour of Manoa Chocolate, a
local chocolate company that sells
ethically-sourced, high-quality
chocolate from around the world,
including Hawaii. Students learned
how chocolate is made and
compared the taste of chocolate from
different regions throughout the
world.
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“It really opened my eyes to the sourcing for products I use every day. It
gives me initiative to look for fair trade labels and ask questions about
sourcing ethically.”

“It really opened my eyes about being a consumer and how everything I purchase has an
impact on everyone that was involved in the process.”

